
MINUTES OF BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 8 /14

Held on Monday 1st September 2014 in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion commencing 7.30pm

PRESENT:

Cllr Bryant – Chair.  Cllr Altham, Aronson, Buchanan, Dickson, Hall and Ogborn and D/Cllr Stevens.   Cllr O’Dell,  and D/Cllr Ellis attended for part of the meeting.  
Cllr Bryant welcomed a member of the public who has expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor and attended as an observer. 
115.
APOLOGIES:

Received from Cllr Heider, C/Cllr Shuter and Mrs C Fullwood, The Clerk.

116.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:

Minutes accepted as a true record and signed.

117.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

There were none.
118.
MATTERS ARISING:

a)  Maintenance of footpath around moat


Nothing further has been heard from DW Homes regarding the maintenance of the footpath, the barrier around the ditch and general maintenance, despite them promising to get back to us before this meeting. We will chase again.
ACTION:  CLERK TO CHASE DW HOMES

b)  S106 Working Party
Cllr Heider was not at the meeting to provide a report.
c)  Kissing gate – Ancient Meadows

The landowner’s son Will Green, is unlikely to have time to move the gate before schools return for the autumn term, due to his harvesting workload, but will do so as soon as possible.
119.
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:
County

We were disappointed not to have received a report from County, particularly as there are budgets under discussion and also a public consultation about County Council budgets.
District

D/Cllr Ellis reported on the Household Recycling Service consultation running from 15 August to 26 September and asked that we encourage residents to make their views known.

The online questionnaire can be found at http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/recyclingcentreservice
D/Cllr Stevens reported that the open space at Ancient Meadows was discussed at a County Council meeting, which was a closed meeting for legal reasons. He reported on the house requirement – 70 houses to be built in Burwell. The meeting was notified that Katie Child is leaving East Cambs District Council – we will send a letter of gratitude for the work she has done for us.
ACTION :  CLERK TO SEND LETTER TO KATIE CHILD
120.
CHAIRMANS REPORT:
a)  Pilot parish conference
The first conference is being held between 4pm and 8pm today – Cllr Bryant sent apologies.  
b) Lamp posts 

Cllr Bryant has been in correspondence with Balfour Beatty as there are some old posts still to be removed – the electricity company needs to complete the works.

c) Traffic calming 

Adam Cobb has chased the contractor and we are hoping work will start end of September. A query over the price for signs has been clarified and the price accepted.

d) United Charities 

Bottisham Local Charities Trustees has advised that Trustees do not have a specified term of office. They will notify us if a vacancy arises. We cannot see their minutes as only the Charity Commission has powers to request minutes due to confidentiality.
e) Fraud
Cllr Bryant reported on a recent Channel 5 programme into local council fraud and recommended a Finance Committee Meeting to discuss looking at our financial procedures to see whether changes were needed.
f) Land at Lode Road

Cllr Bryant reported that a letter had been received from a resident who had also written to the Cresset regarding the proposed land purchase at Lode Road.  She read our reply saying that things were at a very early stage as we were still negotiating with the  National Trust. 

121.
PLANNING:

a) applications received
14/00664/FUL

69 High Street

Extension and alteration of existing property following demolition of rear conservatory to allow subdivision of single dwelling 

NEW APPLICATION

All applications are straightforward. Only concerns are ref 14/00664FUL regarding access and parking, but this will be a Highways matter.

b) There will be a Bell Road Masterplan meeting later this month to finalise the Masterplan document with a view to a planning application being submitted.

122.
ENVIRONMENT, CHURCHYARD AND CEMETERY COMMITTEE
a)  Minutes of last meeting
The resident whose wall has been damaged by trees growing in the old cemetery is obtaining a quotation for remedial work and an insurance assessor will then take a look. 

b)  New cemetery
Cllr Altham re-iterated that the National Trust cannot sell the land to PC and therefore it  would have to be a compulsory purchase – he will circulate a copy of the procedure to all Parish Councillors. Cllr Ogborn suggested that we communicate our reasons for justifying the purchase of this particular piece of land by means of a report in the Cresset. We will obtain District Valuer’s report and also check what other services the District Valuer offers, e.g. legal work.
ACTION:  CLLR ALTHAM TO DISTRIBUTE PROCEDURE REGARDING COMPULSORY PURCHASE AND CONTACT DISTRICT VALUER
Cllr Buchanan reported on an overflowing bin at The Pightle, that has been a problem for 3 weeks. Also a sign on the left hand side of Beechwood Avenue, near the Primary School, is obscured by a tree.
ACTION: CLLR BUCHANAN TO CONTACT PARK ESTATE RESIDENTS ASSOC AND THE CLERK WILL CONTACT ECDC REGARDING THE BIN
123.
FINANCE:

a)  to approve payment of outstanding accounts

Verified and signed by Cllr Bryant and Cllr Buchanan.  Lloyds TSB have lost the paperwork which Cllr Heider and Cllr Aronson handed in to make then signatories.  Cllr Aronson reported that the bank now requires both councillors to visit the bank.

Mrs C Fullwood – Salary and allowance


660.67


J Crown – Litter picking (4 weeks)



  52.50


O Rayment – Litter picking (4 weeks) 
  52.50
Cheque for CGM Landscapes (grasscutting) £719.54 was signed and verified by Cllr Buchanan and Cllr Bryant 10th September.
124.
PLAYGROUND/CEMETERY
This was discussed at the beginning of the meeting.  Cllr Bryant reminded councillors that the land on Lode Road is being purchased from the National Trust for use primarily as a cemetery. Other uses could be considered once the land is in the ownership of the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the two subjects will be discussed under separate headings going forward to avoid confusion.

125.
ELECTRICAL RECYCLING REVENUE:
The Clerk confirmed that we had received £353.84 from the 2 collections with another due in December.  A suggestion for use of the funds was a village website – there followed a discussion about who we could ask to manage it – Cllr Buchanan will talk to the head of IT Dept at the Village College. Planting on the triangle was again discussed – Cllr Bryant confirmed that the land is owned by the County Council and therefore their consent would need to be sought before doing anything. All agreed that we should ask if the grass could be cut more frequently to keep the area looking tidier.
ACTION: CLLR BUCHANAN TO CONTACT SCHOOL AND THE CLERK WILL LOOK AT GRASS CUTTING   
126. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
As listed.

127. CORRESPONDENCE SENT OUT:

As listed.

128.
CORRESPONDENCE WITH RESIDENTS:
Cllr Bryant referred to an article in the Cresset from Tony Jolley and asked that we discuss this at the next meeting as some Parish Councillors have not yet received their copy of the Cresset.
129.
MATTERS OUTSTANDING:
As listed.  No update.

130.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be Monday 6th October 2014 and will be in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.


