



MINUTES OF BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 05/14

Held on Monday 12th May 2014 in the main hall at the Royal British Legion commencing 7.30pm

PRESENT:

Cllr Bryant – Chair.  Cllr Aronson, Buchanan, Dickson, Hall, Heider, O’Dell and White.  C/Cllr Shuter and D/Cllr Ellis also attended for part of the meeting.

67.
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON:
The Clerk asked if Cllr Christine Bryant was happy to remain as Chair for the next year.  Cllr Bryant agreed and then took the meeting.

68.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON:
Cllr Steven Aronson agreed to remain as Vice Chair.

69.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Received from Cllr Ogborn and Cllr Altham.

70.
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE’S AND SUB COMMITTEE’S:
Cllr White will join the Planning Committee.  Another member was needed on the Environment and Cemetery Committee as Cllr Easthope had left.  Cllr Bryant said she would ask Cllr Altham as he is the lead on the search for a new cemetery this made sense.  

Planning Committee – Cllr’s Buchanan, Hall and White.

Finance Committee – Cllr’s Aronson, Bryant, Buchanan and Heider.

Environment and Cemetery Committee – Cllr’s Altham, Aronson, Dickson, O’Dell and White.

71.
ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr Buchanan will remain as representative for the Bowling Club.  Last year we had enquired with the Clerk of United and Local Charities as to when the terms of office finished for current members.  She said she would let us know when a vacancy arose but we have not heard anything and it was asked that the Clerk again make enquiries as we were supposed to elect a representative.  It was also requested that we ask for copies of any minutes to be sent to us.
ACTION:  CLERK TO WRITE TO UNITED AND LOCAL CHARITIES

72.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:
Agreed and signed.

73.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Cllr Bryant declared a personal interest under item 81.
74.
MATTERS ARISING:

a)  Maintenance of footpath around moat
The Clerk has not yet written to David Wilson Homes.

ACTION:  CLERK TO WRITE TO DAVID WILSON HOMES

b)  S106 Meeting
Cllr Heider had not yet had the opportunity to correspond with the Park Estate Residents Association and will do so.

ACTION:  CLLR HEIDER TO CORRESPOND WITH MR OVERTON

c)  Kissing gate – Ancient Meadows
Cllr Bryant has not yet been able to speak with Doug Astill regarding this and will do so.

ACTION:  CLLR BRYANT TO SPEAK TO DOUG ASTILL
d)  Streetlight – Downing Close
Cllr Bryant had spoken with Balfour Beatty and they will be putting the extra light into Downing Close and taking one out at Jenyns Close as originally agreed.
75.
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:

County
C/Cllr Shuter was attending another meeting and will be arriving late and will give his report at that time.
District

D/Cllr Ellis distributed the document entitled Proposals to improve older people’s healthcare and adult community services.  D/Cllr Stevens had written some notes which had been circulated prior to the meeting.

D/Cllr Ellis then left the meeting.

76.
CHAIRMANS REPORT:

a) Vacancy
A vacancy remained.  The Clerk had had one enquiry at this time.
b)  Bottisham Village College – play area
Cllr Bryant had not had another meeting with the Village College but she had attended a meeting there with Julie Cornwell from ECDC to discuss S106 funding and other types of funding which may be available to the College for community use.  She waits to hear from the College.

c) Street Lighting

Cllr Buchanan felt this whole project had been dealt with badly and that both Balfour Beatty and the County Council had let us down.  We have had numerous resident complaints to deal with and the fact that holes were dug and then left for several weeks with bollards around was unacceptable.  Residents were unable to use sections of the footpath and the school bus had difficulty manoeuvring in Bell Road.  She recommended that we write to Balfour Beatty and the Chief Executive of the County Council to express our views which was agreed.
ACTION:   CLERK TO WRITE TO BB AND CC

d) Public open space – Ancient Meadows

East Cambs wanted to know if we want to take over the public open space area at Ancient Meadows.  East Cambs had checked for us and confirmed that there was supposed to be a public open space with a play area.  This was a condition of the S106 so whoever takes over responsibility for the area must put a play park on it. Cllr Bryant suggested that we ask East Cambs to take over this and deal with it.  We do not believe that current occupants on the site are aware of this fact.  If the Crystal structures site goes ahead we could ask that they make a contribution towards a play area on the Ancient Meadows site.  Cllr Bryant feels that East Cambs are better equipped to deal with the legalities of all of this.  The Clerk had got a quote for maintaining the area from our grass cutters and we believed this to be approximately £1200 annually.  All were in agreement with passing this to East Cambs and Parish Council would support a S106 condition on the Crystal Structures planning consent if and when it comes.  
ACTION:  CLERK TO NOTIFY EAST CAMBS

e)  Annual Meeting
Cllr Bryant reminded all cllr’s that the Annual Meeting is Thursday 22nd May and all cllr’s should try and attend.

COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

C/Cllr Shuter came into the meeting and gave his report.

C/Cllr Shuter has heard back from Highways regarding the Quy roundabout junction and they are unfortunately unable to change the lane priorities.  He will forward the report onto us.  He was also pleased that the traffic calming seemed to be on track now.  C/Cllr Shuter explained the new setup of the County Council.  There will be 5 committees and he is the conservative spokesperson for the Transport, Economy and Environment and also sits on the planning committee.  After recent experiences he wants the Environment Committee to explore costs for traffic calming projects.  It was reported that superfast broadband for Bottisham will go live in 6 weeks.  C/Cllr Shuter was pleased that the street lighting was now complete.  The County Council had been disappointed with the lack of consultation that took place from Balfour Beatty although Cllr Buchanan pointed out to him that we as a Parish Council were not happy with the way the project had been handled by Balfour Beatty or the County Council and would be writing to express this view.
77.
PLANNING:
14/00359/FUM – Crystal Park

Cllr Buchanan had prepared some notes which were circulated regarding the application for the Crystal Structures site.  She is putting together a formal response to East Cambs which she will send off this week.  D/Cllr Stevens will put the application through to Committee decision.  Neighbours of the site have expressed their concerns and we also have concerns about the traffic calming which is due to take place in Tunbridge Lane shortly, although it has been made clear to us that any changes that would need to be made would be at the expense of the developer.   It was recognised that the site is in a state of decay but Cllr Buchanan stated that we as a Parish Council have always stated that we are opposed to any large development in the village and this has been expressed to East Cambs numerous times before.  It was felt that the infrastructure of the village was already stretched even more so since the inclusion of 50 houses off of Bell Road.  The College is over subscribed for this September’s intake by 40+ and the problem will only be exacerbated by more development.  There are concerns regarding car parking, overlooking of neighbouring properties and also the number of 4 bed homes.  Parish Council therefore do not support this application.

14/00337/FUL – 106 High Street

Although in the conservation area there was minimal impact on the surroundings and it was recommended to support this application.

14/00480/FUL – 28 Peacock Drive

This was a re-submission.  It was recommended to support this application which we did not oppose the first time round.

Cllr Buchanan reported that the Masterplan consultation for Bell Road had re-started and a planning application would be imminent.

78.
ENVIRONMENT, CHURCHARD AND CEMETERY COMMITTEE:

a)  Update from Chair.
Cllr Aronson had looked at the positioning of the bus timetable at the bus shelter on the A1303 after receiving a complaint, as had Cllr Bryant.  It was not felt that there was a danger to the public in where it had been situated on the lamp post.  We had received several complaints about the hedge in the footpath between Arber Close and Jenyns Close.  East Cambs had promised the Clerk that this would be done although Spencer at East Cambs had explained that the hedge is actually the homeowners but they do not cut it, even though they wrote to them last year but East Cambs have said they will do it as it affects the footpath.  Another resident had asked that the grass be cut further back at the entrance to the village in Bell Road.  The Clerk had spoken with the grass cutter and asked that they cut the brambles back here to allow the grass to be cut further back.

b)  Update on new cemetery
Cllr Altham was not at the meeting but he has been chasing the National Trust and has heard back from them and is the process of setting up a meeting.
79.
FINANCE:

a)  to approve payment of outstanding accounts
Mrs C Fullwood – Salary 





560.67

J Crown – Litter picking (5 weeks)



  65.62

O Rayment – Litter picking (5 weeks) 
  65.62

Broker Network Ltd – insurance
624.30

Bottisham and Burwell Photographic Club – grant
250.00

CGM landscapes – grass
 1171.32

Signed and verified by Cllr Buchanan and Bryant.  It was noted that KH Services who previously did the grass cutting have been taken over by CGM Landscapes but are continuing to cut our grass at the same prices.  Prices now include VAT.
b)  End of year accounts 

These had been distributed and showed our year end.  Total expenditure was us under 1k less than budgeted for.  Income was just over 4k higher but this included the £2300 that the County had repaid us for the work to the footpath.  The year end finished on £22957, we budgeted for £17978.  The auditor is coming next week.
80.
TRAFFIC CALMING:

The Clerk had sent all correspondence out to councillors.  Cllr Bryant has given the go ahead for all recommended changes so that the adverts could go ahead.  The consultation ends 19th June but we are still waiting for a definite start date.  The 30mph will be extended to the end of Bell Road although Highways did not recommend this and said that it is our responsibility but we were happy with this.
81.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
As listed.  Cllr Bryant asked that Parish Council consider a grant the Newmarket Citizens Advice Bureau which Bottisham residents use and this will be discussed at the finance meeting.
82. CORRESPONDENCE SENT OUT:

As listed.

83. CORRESPONDENCE WITH RESIDENTS:

As listed.   

84. MATTERS OUTSTANDING:

None.
85. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be 2nd June and will be in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion.


