
MINUTES OF BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 07/14

Held on Monday 7th July 2014 in the Poppy room at the Royal British Legion commencing 7pm

PRESENT:

Cllr Bryant – Chair.  Cllr Altham, Aronson, Buchanan, Dickson and Ogborn.  County Cllr Shuter, D/Cllr Ellis and D/Cllr Stevens also attended for part of the meeting.
Cllr Bryant welcomed Adam Cobb from County Council Highways to the meeting to discuss the plans and costs for the forthcoming traffic calming measures on Bell Road and Tunbridge Lane.  At the last meeting Councillors had had various questions about the longevity of the speed cushions and the cost to replace them and they also wanted some clarification of the cost to install a flashing sign.  Adam had come to the meeting to answer any queries.  He clarified that the speed cushions will be a pre-formed all in one piece rubber instead of the traditional asphalt.  Reasons that the County recommended this was because they could not be 100% sure on the location for the Tunbridge Lane speed cushions due to the bend in the road.  They had particular concerns about motorcycles coming round the bend and hitting the speed cushions.  They would prefer to trial and move location  if needed.  The rubber cushions can be moved very quickly if needs be.  At the end of the shelf life we would have to pay for these to be replaced or for asphalt.  Adam indicted that this could be done through the Local Highway Improvement Initiative which means we would only pay 10% of the cost.  Costings have not yet been agreed for the flashing sign as Adam had asked the company concerned to re-look at their costings.  
There had been one objection to the scheme which has now been removed so the statutory process is complete.  Adam will put the order in next week and anticipates installation within the next 8-12 weeks.  

99.
APOLOGIES:

Received from Cllr’s Hall, Heider and White.

100.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:

Although resident’s questions do not form part of our meeting and therefore should not be minuted, Cllr Buchanan asked that a précis of any questions be included in the minutes in case we needed to refer back to them.  Minutes accepted as a true record and signed.

101.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

Cllr Ogborn under Planning.

102.
MATTERS ARISING:

a)  Maintenance of footpath around moat


We had sent a letter to the Chief Executive of DW Homes regarding the maintenance of the footpath, the barrier around the ditch and general maintenance.  Someone came out to look at the site this week and will report back to us as soon as they are able.
b)  S106 Working Party
Cllr Heider was not at the meeting.

c)  Kissing gate – Ancient Meadows

Cllr Bryant will ask the landowner, John Green to go ahead and remove the gate.  He has already said he would do this at the end of the summer.

d)  Overgrown hedges
Jason Tyrrell from the County Council contacted 2 residents in Jenyns Close asking them to cut their hedge back as it was impeding pedestrians on the footpath.  The Clerk has also, on request from residents, written to other residents regarding maintenance of hedges.  The County have cleared the drain on Lode Road, by Bradfords Close.  This area regularly floods due to the pipe being very small but a resident said lately it was not clearing.

103.
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:
County

C/Cllr Shuter reported on a recent Economy and Environment Committee meeting where it was agreed a new local secondary school needed to be built by 2018 due to growth in the area.  They had looked at using land currently used for allotments in the city but this had been met with resistance.  They also looked at the park and ride site in Newmarket Road but Marshalls owns this and were not keen on the idea.  The only other option was to build on the greenbelt.  There is some opposition to this but it is agreed that this is the only option.  It would be an area south of the A14 between the Quy roundabout and the airfield.  Roads were discussed and C/Cllr Shuter reported that Marshalls will be making extensive improvements to Newmarket Road by the airfield.
District

D/Cllr Stevens reported on the Planning Committee meeting this week where the application for 24 dwellings on the Crystal Structure site was refused.  Reasons for refusal were lack of 2 bed dwellings, insufficient parking provision, unsuitable road layout and lack of employment opportunities.  Cllr Buchanan and Bryant had both attended the meeting. Cllr Buchanan queried whether the procedure for the meetings had changed as people were allowed to speak even though they had not previously requested to.  D/Cllr Stevens said this had been allowed as 2 people had shared one requested time slot.  

There was a discussion on the footpath at Ancient Meadows.  C/Cllr Shuter explained the procedure for the County adopting a path.  A permissive path is one that is offered by the landowner and can be closed at anytime by the landowner.  The County will provide signage for such paths.  If the landowner wanted to give a footpath to the County it would need to meet the criteria of being 2m wide.  The County would then look at adopting the path but that would only happen if the path has a purpose i.e. it leads somewhere.  The County would then look for a contribution from the developer or the Parish Council. We have previously contacted the administrator of the site asking that they contact the County about adopting the roads/footpaths at the Ancient Meadows site but have had no response.

104.
CHAIRMANS REPORT:
a)  Proposed pilot parish conference
This conference would replace the neighbourhood panels and the first one will be in September.  At this time they are looking for views on what is to be discussed and also would like to know if there are any subjects which councils would like a presentation on.  They are also asking if any Parish Councils have a case study on a particular project they have delivered that they might want to give a presentation on.  Cllr Byrant suggested for the future that we could do a presentation on obtaining a new cemetery if this came to a successful conclusion.
ACTION:  CLLR BRYANT TO REPLY
b)  Bottisham post office
Cllr Bryant explained that the post office will be changing.  The counter service will disappear and it will become a local office where a desk will be offered at the front of the shop.  There are leaflets available in the post office regarding this.  The consultation had started but there had been a mistake in the literature so this would now re-start.  It is clear that although there has to be a consultation this will go ahead.

c)  Local Highway improvement initiate
Cllr Bryant explained the County Council Highways Initiative.  It was felt that we are currently proceeding with the traffic calming and there are no other projects we wish to bid for at the present time.

105.
PLANNING:


14/00468/FUL


Bendyshe Hall, 84 High Street


Single storey side extension and front porch


NEW APPLICATION


15/00444/FUL


51 Tunbridge Lane


Two storey front extension


NEW APPLICATION


14/00475/FUL


109 High Street


Demolish damaged wall and rebuilt


NEW APPLICATION


14/00537/FUL


122 High Street


Timber cladding to rear extension


NEW APPLICATION


14/00617/FUL


11 Trinity Close

Demolition of a range of timber sheds and lean to’s and construction of a new ground floor side extension


NEW APPLICATION


14/00675/FUL


2 Woodward Drive

Conversion of existing detached garage to part garage, part playroom with link to existing chalet bungalow and 1st floor extension above

NEW APPLICATION

14/00664/FUL

69 High Street

Extension and alteration of existing property following demolition of rear conservatory to allow subdivision of single dwelling 

NEW APPLICATION


14/00423/CLP


9 Parsonage Barns


Single storey rear extension


APPROVED BY EAST CAMBS DISTRICT COUNCIL


14/00480/FUL


28 Peacock Drive


Single storey side and 2 storey rear extension – resubmission


APPROVED BY EAST CAMBS DISTRICT COUNCIL

14/00359/FUM

Crystal Park, Tunbridge Lane

Erection of 24 dwellings, new access and associated works

APPLICATION REFUSED BY EAST CAMBS DISTRICT COUNCIL

106.
ENVIRONMENT, CHURCHYARD AND CEMETERY COMMITTEE
a)  Minutes of last meeting
The Clerk has contacted the insurance company regarding a resident’s wall which had been damaged by trees growing in the old cemetery.  The Clerk and Cllr Aronson will go and visit the resident and inform them that they need to write to our insurance company and get quotes for the wall to be made safe.  There had been suggestions to put some flowerbeds on the Triangle area of the village which the Environment Committee would have liked to have done.  However, it was felt that this would require a lot of maintenance.  Cllr Buchanan suggested a local company may like to sponsor the beds and it was agreed that we should ask through the Cresset report.

b)  New cemetery
Cllr Altham has been in discussions for some time with the National Trust regarding land on Lode Road.  In his absence Cllr Ogborn and Cllr Bryant had a meeting with the National Trust who said they would actively encourage Parish Council to make a compulsory purchase of the land which is approximately 2.2 acres.  They are consulting with the Fairhaven Trust who are the current tenants.  Cllr Bryant asked if cllr’s were happy with this proposal and if they wanted to proceed with the compulsory purchase.  All agreed to proceed.  Cllr Bryant will contact the district valuer and we will then have to find a solicitor.

ACTION:  CLLR BRYANT TO CONTACT DISTRICT VALUER

107.
FINANCE:

a)  to approve payment of outstanding accounts

Mrs C Fullwood – Salary and allowance



560.67

J Crown – Litter picking (5 weeks)



  65.62

O Rayment – Litter picking (5 weeks) 
  65.62

Cambridgeshire ACRE – Payroll
  20.52

Mijan Limited – Internal auditor
  58.50

Gardenworks Tree Surgery Ltd                                                  2034.00

CGM Landscapes
953.67

Verified and signed by Cllr Bryant and Cllr Buchanan.  Lloyds TSB have lost the paperwork which Cllr Heider and Cllr Aronson handed in to make then signatories.  The Clerk has completed the form again and gave this to Cllr Aronson to take to the bank.
A copy of the current income and expenditure was handed out and discussed.  There were no concerns at this present time.  Although we had spent a lot on trees in the cemetery there was still plenty left in the budget for tree surgery overall.

108.
TRAFFIC CALMING:

This was discussed at the beginning of the meeting and there was nothing to add.

109.
ELECTRICAL RECYCLING REVENUE:
The Clerk confirmed that we had received £353.84 from the 2 collections with another due in December.  It was agreed that we should speak more about what to do with this money at the next meeting as so few cllr’s were present.

110. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
As listed.

111. CORRESPONDENCE SENT OUT:

As listed.

112.
CORRESPONDENCE WITH RESIDENTS:
As listed.  Cllr Bryant will contact Balfour Beatty as some old lamp posts had not yet been removed in the High Street.  The Clerk will also query when the bus stop flag will go up in the High Street.
113.
MATTERS OUTSTANDING:
As listed.  No update.

114.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be Monday 1st September 2014 and will be in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.


